
Additional letters of support submitted after grant submission will be posted to the Project application 
website: http://www.mdot.maryland.gov/newMDOT/Planning/Grants/INFRA/INFRA.html 
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                                CITY OF HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 
The Honorable Robert E. Bruchey, II  

   Mayor 

One East Franklin Street • Hagerstown, MD 21740 

      E-mail: mayor@hagerstownmd.org 

Telephone: 301.766.4161 • TDD: 301.797.6617   

                                     

February 6, 2020 
 
  
The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 

Dear Secretary Chao: 
 

 I write to offer the City of Hagerstown’s full support for Washington County and the Maryland Department 
of Transportation State Highway Administration’s (MDOT SHA) Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) 
Grant Funding Application for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project. This project will improve 
operational capacity and mobility needs, as well as address critical safety concerns along this designated freight 
corridor in our rural, Appalachian region. It also completes a long-planned county road that connects Interstate 81 
with MD 63 via Halfway Boulevard, unlocking business development opportunities and providing alternative 
routes for freight traffic to both I-81 and I-70. The connection of these two interstates is vital to the future 
movement of freight and commerce through Washington County, Maryland, and the East Coast. This project will 
ensure Washington County is able to attract new and retain existing businesses. 
 

 The I-81 Corridor in Maryland no longer meets system performance requirements, resulting in a disruptive 
bottleneck negatively affecting the movement of freight in a corridor estimated to carry 12 percent of the country's 
Gross Domestic Product per year. The Maryland portion of I-81 alone carries more than 19,400 trucks per day, 
which falls within the top 1% of truck volume by lane mile in the entire nation. Receipt of this grant funding will 
help maintain the I-81 Corridor’s position as a national asset for freight movement for the next several decades. 
 

 The widening of I-81 from MD 68 to beyond I-70, done in conjunction with the extension of Halfway 
Boulevard, will be an enormous boost to the regional economy.  In addition to supporting the thousands of jobs 
already in the corridor, it will enable the development of new business parks and increase freight access and 
connectivity while helping reduce traffic congestion and safety hazards.  We are very excited about the NorthPoint 
Development being planned along Wesel Boulevard in the City.  The development includes 2.2 million square feet 
of new warehouse construction (four buildings) and a $133 million investment with the possibility of 1,500 jobs.  
Buildings 1 & 3 are planned to start construction in March 2020 with completion around December of 2020.  
Buildings 2 & 4 are planned to start construction in March 2021 with completion around December of 2021.  The 

majority of this commerce will use I-81.   
 

 We appreciate your consideration of the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project and 
Washington County’s request for INFRA grant funding.  This application represents the strong partnership of 
Washington County, the Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway Administration, and the private 
sector to leverage available resources to implement this priority project. 
 

      Sincerely, 

  
      Robert E. Bruchey, II 
      Mayor of Hagerstown, Maryland 
 
c: Hagerstown City Council 
 Scott Nicewarner, City Administrator 
 Rodney Tissue, City Engineer 





tlantic
Public and Government Affairs

8600 La Sa/Ie Roa4 Surte 639
Qxford Building

Towson, MD 21286
{410) 616-1900

February 19,2A20

The Honorable Elaine Chao
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Deparhnent of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

On behalf of Arq,A Mid-Atlantic, I write to offer ttre auto club's support for Washington County and the
Maryland Departrnent of Transportation State Highway Administration's (MDOT SHA) Infrastructure for
Rebuilding America (INFRA) grantfunding applicationfor the l-8L/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection
Project. This project will improve operational capacrty and mobility needs, as well as address critical safety
concerns along this designated freight corridor in our rural, Appalaohian region. It also completes a long-
planned county road that connects Interstate 81 with MD 63 via Halfway Boulevard, unlocking business
development opportunities and providing alternative routes for freight traffic to both I-81 and I-70. This
project will ensure Washington County is able to athact new and retain existing businesses.

The I-81 Corridor in Maryland no longer meets system performance requirements, resulting in a disruptive
bottleneck negatively affecting the movement of freight in a corridor estimated to carry 12 percent of the
country's gross domestic product per year. According to the Maryland Department of Transportation, the
Maryland portion of I-81 alone carries more than 19,400 trucks per day, which falls within the top one
percent of truek volume by lane mile in the entire nation. Receipt of this grant funding will help maintain the
I-81 Corridor's position as a national asset for freight movement for the next several decades.

The widening of I-81 from MD 68 to beyondl-70, done in conjunction with the extension of Halfuay
Boulevard, will be an enorrnous boost to the regional economy. In addition to supporting the thousands of
jobs already in the corridor, it will enable the development of new business parks and provide greater access
to truck parking, a much-needed resource along the I-81 and I-70 corridors.

We appreciate your consideration af the l-9l/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project and MDOT
and Washington County's request for INFRA grant funding. This application represents the strong
parhrership of Washington Count;r, the Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway
Administration, and the private sector to leverage available resources to implement this vital project.

e,frtr)
Public and Affairs Manager
fuL{ Mid-Atlantic, Maryland
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Greater Hagerstown Committee 

 (301) 733-8811 5 Public Square, Suite 601 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 
 

www.GreaterHagerstown.org 

 
February 6, 2020 
 
The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Subject:  2020 INFRA grant for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project 
 
 
Dear Secretary Chao:  
 
The Greater Hagerstown Committee (GHC) strongly supports the ongoing efforts to widen I-81 in Maryland to 
six lanes along the 12-mile section between West Virginia and Pennsylvania, particularly Phase 2 of the project 
between Williamsport, MD and Halfway Boulevard.  This critical transportation project will transform national 
freight movement through this vital national corridor while improving safety, reducing congestion, improving 
traffic operations, and supporting economic development in the region. Our community has been unified in 
advocating for these improvements and it has been a major focus of our organization for over two decades.   
 

In 1998, GHC organized and chaired a Quad State Task Force on I-81 comprised of public and private officials 
from MD, WV, PA, and VA.  This multi-state task force concluded that widening I-81 from Harrisonburg, VA to 
Harrisburg, PA was “a must do project” for the safety of the citizens and as “the single most important economic 
development asset in the region”.  Since that report, widening I-81 has been listed as a top priority project for 
the Hagerstown-Eastern Panhandle Metropolitan Planning Organization (HEPMPO), Washington County, MD 
Government, the City of Hagerstown, our local State Delegation, the Washington County Community Coalition, 
and the local business community.  In addition, every local, state, and federal elected official over the last 20 
years have publicly expressed their support for I-81 widening improvements. 
 

We applaud our federal government for offering grant programs like INFRA and BUILD as a means to help fund 
these transportation infrastructure projects of national significance that serve as catalysts for economic 
development and jobs for our citizens.  This Maryland section of I-81 is an ideal project to fulfill the goals and 
desires of the INFRA program - particularly as one of our nation’s significant rural highways estimated to carry 
12% of our country’s Gross Domestic Product each year.  With the section from West Virginia to Williamsport 
soon to be expanded to six lanes, this phase of the Maryland section of I-81 is the next logical portion of the 
highway to expand to handle the ever-increasing amount of freight and commuter traffic moving through this 
area.  With the intersection of I-70 serving areas east and west, multiple rail lines, Hagerstown Regional Airport, 
two intermodal rail facilities in adjacent PA counties, and numerous economic development parks and retail 
parks running along the length of this stretch of highway, widening I-81 across Maryland represents a pivotal 
capital need that will have a strong return on investment for decades to come. In addition, the completion a 
long-planned county road that connects Interstate 81 with MD 63 via Halfway Boulevard will unlock new 
business development opportunities and provide alternative routes for freight traffic to both I-81 and I-70. 
 

  



 
 
GHC is committed to improve I-81 by supporting the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project for 
INFRA grant funding. We thank your office for its continued leadership and efforts to improve our nation’s 
transportation assets. Federal grant funding is essential to solidify our ability to move forward with Phase 2 of 
this project in a timely manner - enhancing the capacity, efficiency, and safety of one of the country’s busiest 
and most congested freight corridors and the economic development backbone of our region. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
 
Dr. Mitesh Kothari, 
GHC Chair 
 
The Greater Hagerstown Committee is comprised of corporate and civic executive leaders from 78 local companies and 
organizations, employing over 10,000 people in Washington County from across the four-state area.  GHC is funded solely 
by member dues and works collaboratively to be a catalyst for progress and growth in the Washington County, MD region.   
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Greater Hagerstown Committee 

 (301) 733-8811 5 Public Square, Suite 601 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 
 

www.GreaterHagerstown.org 

50. Moore, Tereance – TM Consulting, LLC 
51. Motz, Christopher – Purdue Global University  
52. Mullendore, Alan – First United Bank & Trust 
53. Nerenhausen, Frank – JLG Industries, Inc. 
54. Newby, John – John G. Newby, M.D., P.C. 
55. Radaker, Mike – MEC, Inc 
56. Rappaport, Jason – Innovative Inc. 
57. Reynolds, Kent – Keller Stonebraker Insurance 
58. Rohm, Julie – Preit Valley Mall 
59. Rushing, Lynn – Brook Lane Health Services 
60. Scott, Randy – Chick-Fil-A 
61. Sears, Jim – Potomac Edison 
62. Shuster, Dave – Horizon Goodwill Inc.  
63. Singer, Jeanne* – Law Offices of Jeanne Singer, P.A.  
64. Smith, Chris – Battle Creek Land Co. LLC 
65. Snook, Greg - CHIEF 
66. Spedden, Dan – Visit Hagerstown 
67. Spicher, Curt – Spicher’s Appliances 
68. Toothman, Jeffrey – Toothman Orthodontics 
69. Weiss, Michael – Weiss Bros. 
70. Whiteside, Brittany – Patriot Federal Credit Union 
71. Williams, Noel – Williams Solution Group 

 
Retired Members: 

1. Alter, Wayne  
2. Barton, William  
3. Baykan, Mary 
4. Brake, Harold   
5. Cirincione, Robert  
6. Fulton, Adna 
7. Martin, Al 
8. Perini, Kathleen 
9. Perini Peter 
10. Pierne, Jim 
11. Rhoads, Ross 
12. Schnebly, John  
13. Wright, Gary  
14. Young, William P., Jr 

 
Ex-Officio Members: 

1. Kirk Downey – Washington Co. Gov’t 
2. Frey, Paul – WC Chamber of Commerce 
3. Halsey, Mark - USMH 
4. Klauber, Jim – Hagerstown Community College  
5. Mercurio, Linda – OnTrack Washington County 
6. Mike Spiker – City of Hagerstown 
7. Michael, Boyd - WCPS 
8. Sargent, Tara – Leadership Washington Co. 

 

Full Active Members: 
1. Azizi, Basheer – OpSmart 
2. Bakos, Jenny – Wash. Co. Free Library 
3. Barr, Jonny – Ellsworth Electric 
4. Baylor, Michael – Ameriserv Financial 
5. Blosel, Dieter – Schmankerl Stube 
6. Bowen, Blackie – Ewing Oil Co., Inc. 
7. Bowen, Scott – MSB Architects 
8. Bowen, Taylor – Berkshire Hathaway Bowen Realty 
9. Bowman, Don – Bowman Group LLP 
10. Brezler, Ronnie – United Bank 
11. Bruns, Andy – Herald-Mail Media 
12. Burke, Mary Anne – WC Arts Council, Inc. 
13. Daughtridge, Rich – High Rock 
14. Davis, Taylor – Morgan-Keller Construction 
15. Day, Michael – Law Offices Michael Day & Assoc. 
16. Divelbiss, Jason – JD Law Co., Inc. 
17. Ellis, Sheila – AmeriClean, Inc. 
18. Feight, Brent – Bushey Feight Morin Architects, Inc. 
19. Fiery, Doug – Douglas A. Fiery Funeral Home 
20. Fitzgerald, Mike – Gideon Properties, LLC 
21. Fitzsimmons, Brendan – RBC Wealth Management 
22. Ford, Scott – Carson Wealth 
23. Fritts II, Bill – Smith Elliott Kearns & Company 
24. Fulton, Brad – AC&T Co., Inc. 
25. Giustini, Lou – The Columbia Bank 
26. Goetz, BJ – Middletown Valley Bank 
27. Grach, Patrick – Lifehouse Church 
28. Grunow, Keith – BB&T Bank 
29. Harman, Tim – Harman Funeral Home 
30. Harrell, Mark - CNB Bank 
31. Harshman, Rick - CBIZ Retirement Plan Services 
32. Hayes, Gary – Spherion Staffing 
33. Hayes, Suzanne – Merrill Lynch 
34. Herrera, Laura – RBC Wealth Management 
35. Hetzer, William – C. William Hetzer, Inc. 
36. Heuston, Melanie – Meritus Health 
37. Hill, Sr., Nicholas V – Callas Contractors, Inc. 
38. Holzapfel, Richie – Holzapfel Investments 
39. Howell, Aaron – Bank of Charles Town 
40. Hull, Jeff – BJ’s Custom Creations 
41. Johnston, Michael – M.S. Johnston Company 
42. Joshi, Maulik – Meritus Health 
43. King, Terry – Leadership Development Resources 
44. Kothari, Mitesh – Capital Women’s Care 
45. Latimer, John – Keller Stonebraker Insurance. 
46. Lough, Ed – Northwestern Mutual 
47. Lynch, Brian – Antietam Broadband 
48. McGovern, Gaye – Gaye McGovern Insurance Agency, Inc.  
49. Minkkinen, Marcus - Volvo 

 

GHC Membership  
FY 2019-20 



February 11, 2020 

Hagerstown/Eastern Panhandle Metropolitan Planning Organization 
33 W. Washington St., 4th Floor, Suite 402, Hagerstown, MD 21740 

Phone: 240-313-2080, Fax: 240-313-2084 
www.hepmpo.net 

The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transp01tation 
U.S. Depaitment of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

I write to offer my full support for Washington County's application for the Infrastructure for 
Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant program for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection 
Project. This project will improve operational capacity and mobility needs, as well as address critical 
safety concerns along this designated freight conidor in our rural, Appalachian region. It also 
completes a long-planned road that connects Interstate 81 with MD 63 via Halfway Boulevai·d, 
unlocking business development opp01tunities and providing alternative routes for freight traffic to 
bothI-81 andI-70. 

A critical c01Tidor of the nation's Primary Highway Freight System, I-81 Corridor in Maryland no 
longer meets system performance requirements, resulting in a disruption negatively affecting freight 
movement. The Maryland po1tion of I-81 canies nearly 20,000 trucks per day with projections 
showing a 50% truck volume increase by 2045. This projected truck growth, coupled with vehicular 
traffic, will result in sections ofl-81 exhibiting a Level of Service of"F". This project has been 
identified as the number one transp01tation priority in the Hagerstown/Eastern Panhandle 
Metropolitan Planning Organization's regional Long Range Transp01tation Plan and designated as 
fiscally-constrained. 

Rightly, you have made safety a top priority of USDOT. This project will improve safety on a 
section ofl-81 that has significantly higher percentage of truck-related crashes versus the actual 
percentage of trucks in the traffic flow. In addition, the project will help alleviate non-recmTing 
congestion and enhance pre-planned detour routes for incident traffic management. 

We appreciate your consideration of the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project and 
Washington County's request for INFRA grant funding. This application represents the strong 
paitnership of Washington County, the Maryland Department ofTransp01tation State Highway 
Administration, and the private sector to leverage available resources to implement this priority 
project. 

Sincerely, 

Matthew T. Mullenax, GISP 
Executive Director 













 

 

       13023 Lance Circle 
       Hagerstown, Maryland 21742 
 
       February 13, 2020 
 
The Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Ref: Interstate 81 Corridor in the State of Maryland 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 

I am writing in support of an application by Washington County and the Maryland 
Department of Transportation State Highway Administration (MDOT-SHA) Infrastructure for 
Rebuilding American (INFRA) grant funding for the Interstate 81/Halfway Boulevard Freight 
Connection Project.  This project will improve operational capacity and mobility needs, as well as 
address critical safety concerns along this designated freight corridor in our rural, Appalachian 
region. It also completes a long-planned county road that connects Interstate 81 with MD 63 via 
Halfway Boulevard, unlocking business development opportunities and providing alternative 
routes for freight traffic to both I-81 and I-70. The connection of these two interstates is vital to 
the future movement of freight and commerce through Washington County, Maryland, and the 
East Coast. This project will ensure Washington County is able to attract new and retain existing 
businesses. 

 
I along with my family are personally in support of this project because on May 3, 1998 

my father, a volunteer firefighter was operating at a multi-fatal collision just south of this location 
when he was struck and killed by an inattentive driver.  Too many families have suffered the loss 
of a family member along this section of Interstate Highway.  Any form of improvement in the 
corridor would benefit safety as well as commerce. 

 
The I-81 Corridor in Maryland no longer meets system performance requirements, 

resulting in a disruptive bottleneck negatively affecting the movement of freight in a corridor 
estimated to carry 12 percent of the country's Gross Domestic Product per year. The Maryland 
portion of I-81 alone carries more than 19,400 trucks per day, which falls within the top 1% of 
truck volume by lane mile in the entire nation. Receipt of this grant funding will help maintain the 
I-81 Corridor’s position as a national asset for freight movement for the next several decades. 

 
The widening of I-81 from MD 68 to beyond I-70, done in conjunction with the extension 

of Halfway Boulevard, will be an enormous boost to the regional economy.  In addition to 
supporting the thousands of jobs already in the corridor, it will enable the development of new 
business parks and increase freight access and connectivity while helping reduce traffic congestion 
and safety hazards.  

 



Secretary Elaine Chao 
Re:  Interstate 81 Corridor in the State of Maryland 
February 13, 2020 
 

 

We appreciate your consideration for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection 
Project and Washington County’s request for INFRA grant funding.  This application represents 
the strong partnership of Washington County, the Maryland Department of Transportation State 
Highway Administration, and the private sector to leverage available resources to implement this 
priority project. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Joseph Kroboth, III, PE, LS 

 
  

Jpl Kul



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 30, 2020 

 

 

The Honorable Elaine Chao 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

We are writing to express our full support for Washington County’s application for the 

Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant program for the widening of I-81, which 

will improve operational capacity and mobility needs, as well as address critical safety concerns 

along this designated freight corridor in our rural, Appalachian region.  

 

The I-81 Corridor in Maryland no longer meets system performance requirements, resulting in a 

disruptive bottleneck negatively affecting the movement of freight in a corridor estimated to 

carry 12 percent of the country's Gross Domestic Product per year. The Maryland portion of I-81 

alone carries more than 19,400 trucks per day, which falls within the top 1% of truck volume by 

lane mile in the entire nation. Receipt of this grant funding will help maintain the I-81 Corridor’s 

position as a national asset for freight movement for the next several decades. 

 

The widening of I-81 from the end of the current project (north of Exit 1) to Halfway Boulevard 

(Exit 5) in Maryland, will be an enormous boost to the regional economy.  In addition to 

supporting the thousands of jobs already in the corridor, it will enable the development of new 

business parks, a much-needed resource along the I-81 and I-70 corridors. 

We appreciate your consideration of Washington County’s request for INFRA grant funding.  

This application represents the strong partnership of Washington County, the Maryland 

Department of Transportation State Highway Administration, and the private sector to leverage 

available resources to implement this priority project. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Tina H. Combs 

President & CEO 

 
 

198 Viking Way, Martinsburg, WV  25401 ~ 304.267.4841 ~ chamber@berkeleycounty.org 
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February 11, 2020 

 

 

The Honorable Elaine Chao 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

Subject:   INFRA Grant Application for I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection 

 

Dear Secretary Chao:  

 

The Members of the Maryland Transportation Commission write to offer our full support for 

Washington County and the Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway Administration’s 

(MDOT SHA) Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant funding application for the            

I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project.  This project will improve operational capacity and 

mobility needs, as well as address critical safety concerns along this designated freight and strategic 

highway network corridor in our rural, Appalachian region.  The project also completes a long-planned 

county road that connects Interstate 81 with MD 63 via Halfway Boulevard, unlocking business 

development opportunities and providing alternative routes for freight traffic to both I-81 and I-70.  The 

connection of these two interstates is vital to the future movement of freight and commerce through 

Washington County, Maryland, and the East Coast.  This project will ensure Washington County is able 

to attract new and retain existing businesses. 

 

The I-81 Corridor in Maryland no longer meets system performance requirements, resulting in a 

disruptive bottleneck negatively affecting the movement of freight in a corridor estimated to carry 12 

percent of the country's Gross Domestic Product per year.  The Maryland portion of I-81 alone carries 

more than 19,400 trucks per day, which falls within the top 1% of truck volume by lane mile in the 

entire nation.  Receipt of this grant funding will help maintain the I-81 Corridor’s position as a national 

asset for freight movement for the next several decades. 

 

The widening of I-81 from MD 68 to beyond I-70, done in conjunction with the extension of Halfway 

Boulevard, will be an enormous boost to the regional economy.  In addition to supporting the thousands 

of jobs already in the corridor, it will enable the development of new business parks and increase freight 

access and connectivity while helping reduce traffic congestion and safety hazards.  
 

We appreciate your consideration of the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project and this 

request for INFRA grant funding.  This application represents the strong partnership of Washington 

County, the Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway Administration, and the private 

sector to leverage available resources to implement this priority project. 

 

Sincerely, 
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February 16, 2020 
 
The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Subject:  2020 INFRA grant for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project 
	
Dear Secretary Chao:  
 

I have lived in Hagerstown, MD my 
whole life and frequently, almost 
daily, use I-81. As many people know 
it is a very dangerous stretch of 
highway and it is not uncommon for 
bad car accidents to occur here. On 
June 29, 2016 I was involved in a very 
serious and tragic accident. I was 
traveling in the northbound lanes 
around 4 PM when traffic came to a 
complete stand still. I was sitting there 
without moving for a few minutes 
when I noticed a tractor trailer in the 

rear-view mirror. I quickly realized they were not slowing down and the I had time to do was to 
turn my wheel toward the median. I do not remember anything that happened until after the 
accident. The truck ended up hitting me at full speed, sending my car into the median. The truck 
would then go on to hit 7 more cars in front of me before coming to a stop.  
The first thing I remember I was walking around 
the median of 81 not really sure what was 
happening or where I was. I remember seeing a 
gentleman leaned up against the guardrail on the 
south bound side covered in blood. I looked down 
to see my white shirt had turned dark red, and blue 
jeans were purple from being soaked with blood. I 
saw my car in the median being covered with large 
blankets. The passenger in my car, Jasmine Rafter, 
had passed away. I was taken to Meritus, our local 
hospital, via ambulance. One gentleman was 
flown to shook trauma, and multiple people 
required hospital visits.  
  

June 2016 





February 13th, 2020 

The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

I write to offer our full support for Washington County and the Maryland Department of Transportation State 
Highway Administration’s (MDOT SHA) Infrastructure for Rebuilding America grant funding application for 
the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project.  

NorthPoint selected the Wesel Boulevard location for the development of Hagerstown Logistics Center for the 
strategic location of the major highways that service the surrounding areas. The project represents new 
construction investment of $139 million with the opportunity of creating 1,500+ jobs. Hagerstown is at the 
major intersection of several highways that service Maryland, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York. This 
infrastructure expansion would assist with creating jobs for the communities and also function as a staple to the 
economic productivity for surrounding businesses. The city of Hagerstown, Maryland and the state of 
Pennsylvania provide some of the top labor markets in the region due to workforce demographics and wages, 
creating long term sustainability. The expansion of I-81 would increase quality life, freight transportation and 
make the highway safe for emergency services providing room for accident assistance. The expansion of I-81, 
would benefit transportation needs servicing states from New York to Virginia. This grant would help assist 
with the funding of the expansion of I-81 to not only benefit the daily commute of the residents but the overall 
quality of life for these families.  

NorthPoint has a passion for the people, but especially in Hagerstown, we are excited to participate in helping 
the city achieve funding to benefit their city’s economic development. This application represents the unified 
partnership of Washington County, the Maryland Department of Transportation and the business development 
of local and national companies.  

Sincerely, 

Brent Miles, Chief Marketing Officer 
NorthPoint Development 
4825 NW 41st St Suite #500 
Riverside, Mo 64150 64150 
www.beyondthecontract.com  

http://www.beyondthecontract.com/














 

 
The Honorable Elaine Chao                                                                                                    February 7, 2020 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Subject:  Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) Grant Program I-81/Halfway Boulevard Project 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
The Hagerstown/Washington County Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) supports the effort to improve the 
Maryland portion of Interstate Highway 81. Maryland has submitted an Infrastructure for Rebuilding America 
(INFRA) grant application for I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection to assist the funding of this critical 
infrastructure improvement. The CVB supports this application and encourages its approval and funding.       
Much has been stated about the need for improvements on Interstate 81 in Washington County Maryland. Safety 
is the highest priority concern, reliability, convenience, efficiency, supporting industry and generating commerce 
are also valid justifications and urgent needs. A failed highway puts us and many of our endeavors at risk 
including travel and tourism. Hagerstown and Washington County have a robust travel and tourism economy; 
National and State Parks, iconic special events, and youth sports tournaments are big attractions. Washington 
County’s most important tourism amenity is I-81.  

Traveling a short distance or the length of the east coast 80,000 vehicles pass through Washington County on 
I-81 each day. The Convention and Visitors Bureau works hard to lure a percentage of those 80,000 vehicles 
into some of the 2,200 hotels rooms that support our tourism trade.  Last year $40 million was spent on lodging 
in Washington County more than $109,000/day much of it left here by travelers on I-81. In Washington County 
8 to 10% percent of the workforce is employed in tourism many along the I-81 corridor. We lure travelers off of 
I-81 by promoting the most efficient and attractive exits that a traveler could find. Quality hotels, dozens of 
restaurants, fuel, fast food, and an abundance of quality retail shopping opportunities serve tourists very well. 
The Convention and Visitors Bureau is delivering 2.75 million ads to travelers on I-81 in 2019 between Harrisburg 
PA and Woodstock VA. If your traveling in this area and search on your smart phone or tablet for amenities our 
ads appear. In 2018 there were in excess of 388,000 ads delivered after the traveler put the words “hotel” or 
“restaurant” in the search engine box of their device.  

We need to improve I-81 and exploit it to grow our tourism economy. We need to design safe and attractive exits 
that invite travelers in to explore all we have to offer. 

Sincerely,  

 
Dan Spedden, President 













 

 

• Washington County Government 
• City of Hagerstown 
• Hagerstown Community College 
• Washington Co. Free Library  
• Town of Williamsport 

• The Greater Hagerstown Committee, Inc. 
• Washington Co. Chamber of Commerce 
• Visit Hagerstown (Local Convention & Visitor’s Bureau) 
• CHIEF (Hagerstown-Washington Co. Industrial Foundation) 

 
 

Washington County Community Coalition     Lobbyist: John Favazza, Esquire     Mannis Canning & Associates      410.263.7882    jfavazza@maniscanning.com 

    Washington County Community Coalition     1 S. Potomac St.  Hagerstown, MD 21740     301.739.2015 

February 9, 2020 
 
The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 

Subject:  2020 INFRA grant for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project 

 

Dear Secretary Chao:  
 

The Washington County Community Coalition (WCCC), representing nine community partner groups, would like 
to express its strong support for the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant funding application for 
the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project. 

I-81 is a nationally significant corridor, aiding commerce in the region and along the east coast. The WCCC has 
been advocating for the widening of I-81 at the state level for over 15 years. However, only the first phase from 
the West Virginia line to the Williamsport exit has been able to be funded through traditional revenue streams.  
Phase 1 will be completed later this year and the design and engineering of Phase 2 (the portion associated with 
this application) is well underway. It’s critical for the health of our local economy and the safety of the thousands 
of people that use I-81 each day that we secure the funding to start construction of this next phase of the project. 

From our many years of advocacy, it is clear that the widening of I-81 can not happen without some additional 
support from the Federal government as provided with this INFRA grant program. Rural communities like ours 
depend on our highway transportation system (I-81 and I-70) as the backbone of our local economy.  The majority 
of our distribution, manufacturing, retail, and the defense related industries surrounding our airport are located 
along the this 12 mile section of highway. The area around the Halfway Boulevard interchange is our community’s 
retail anchor as well as an area targeted for employment growth from industries relying heavily on truck 
transportation. The congestion from every increasing truck traffic – more than double what I-81 was designed 
for, has hampered our ability to attract busines and has cost the loss of many lives. The completion of this project 
is long overdue, will dramatically improve safety along this busy section of highway, and will spur economic 
development and new investment. 

We would like to thank your department and this adminstration for implementing grant programs like INFRA 
which are critical in funding transportation improvements in rural communities like Washington County. We 
believe this project is a perfect fit for the goals and objectives of the INFRA program as reflected by the regional 
letters of support for this application in Maryland, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia.  We respectfully ask for your 
support in awarding funding for Washington County’s grant application. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Paul Frey, Managing Partner for The Washington County Community Coalition 






	Nicholas Colvin - INFRA grant Letter of Support

